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which remained as a stumbling-block for the univary, particu-
larly, as we shall see, in the religious environment which pro-
duced Saint Paul, and in which he lived and worked.1 There
is a tendency, for instance, to identify a star with the angel of
that star, a process which can be continued to the point at
which a demonistic and dynamistic conception of the universe
is reached. 2

Whether these angelic nature-spirits owe anything to Greek
or Egyptian influence is a question concerning which I do not
care to hazard an opinion.3

In orthodox Judaism the angels remained God's ministers,
his agents and ambassadors in all the multitudinous duties
arising in the course of the government of the Universe. Further,
it was acknowledged that these superhuman beings, created
in the same way as men, were allowed some share in the secrets
of the Deity, but that the ultimate mysteries remained sealed
to them.4

Naturally the angelic characteristics remain somewhat in-
determinate. They are free from the burden of human needs,
they have attained immortality, they are penetrated by and
suffused with the divine radiance. Sometimes they are repre-
sented as winged,5 but as a rule they are pictured as young men
in white and shining raiment. This luminosity is characteristic
of them, being often the sign by which their presence is revealed.
Enoch (Ixi. 12) is fully justified in calling them " spirits of
light." 6

II

DEMONS

If external influences from Iran, Egypt and Greece helped
to determine and to amplify the Jewish angelology, they cer-
tainly did not originate it, since it existed effectively before

1  See 1 Cor. viii. 5, waciso dab Qsol rro/J.ot and the account  of the
part played by the elements of the world (crtoi^ela rov xocttav) in Gal, iv.
3 and 9^;   Col. ii. S and 20.

2  CCLII, 381.    C/. Reitzenstein, Poimandres, Leipzig, 1904, p. 72.

3 CCLV, 92 ff.

4 It may be recalled that this idea is expressed in Mark xiii. 32, the
famous passage which says that God alone knows " that hour," and that
the angels, in particular, do not share this knowledge.

5 Enoch Ixi, 1.

6 In the East, divine manifestations are characterized by dazzling
light:  the Sanskrit dec a means u shining."    C/. Max Muller, Essai sur
Vhist. des religions (2nd edit.) (French translation by G. Perrot), 1874,
p. 33.    On the importance of light in all descriptions of supernatural
phenomena, and in Jewish mystical terminology, see COL, ii, 169.